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!
Dear St. Francis Community,!

Grace to you and peace during 
this Advent season.  !!
We are especially thankful this 
year for the community of 
alumni, partners and families 
that support St. Francis with 
time, talents and funding.  We 
are able to offer students more 
because of your generosity.!

 
This month we have a number of exciting events to share 
with you.   First, on December 9th, our Drama Club, under 
the direction of Richard Pniewski, will perform Dreams and 
Decisions.  Pniewski and his brother, Glenn, an Evergreen 
Park community theatre troupe founder, put together 
"Dreams and Decisions" based on insightful contemporary 
teen-age monologues discovered over the years from 
various literary sources.  "This production is a mosaic of 
teen life," reflected Pniewski.   We hope you can come see 
our talented students. !!
On Friday, December 12th, we welcome students, families 
and our alumni back for Homecoming. Please come 
celebrate and cheer on the Varsity Pioneers as they play St. 
Ignatius at home Friday, December 12th at 7:30 pm.  The 
freshman play at 4:30 pm followed by the sophomores at 
6:00 pm.!!
Also in this newsletter, we continue our faculty 
profile.  This month read about faculty member Kristi 
Rodenbeck.!!
St. Francis de Sales is a small, open community. 
Our doors are open for you. Please stop by and 
please know that we are working each day for your 
student. !!
In Peace,!!
Janet Cobb!
Executive Director  !
St. Francis de Sales!
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Monthly Calendar !
December 5th 7:30!
Basketball Home Opener v. LEO 
Freshman 4:30, Sophomore at 6:00 !
December 9th 7:00 pm!
Drama Club:Dreams and Decisions !
December 10th  7:00 pm!
Financial Aid Night !
December 12th !
HOMECOMING 
4:00 Freshman Basketball Game 
6:00 Sophomore Basketball Game 
7:30 Varsity Basketball Game !
5:00 Alumni Pre-Game Celebration 
at St. Francis de Sales, Library !
December 13th !
8:00 am ACT  
7:00pm Homecoming Dance  !
December 17th, 18th  and 19th!
Final Exams, Early Dismissal !
December 22nd- January 4th!
Christmas Break !
January 5th School Resumes!!
January 7th , 6:30-8:30 pm 
Open House !
January 10th 8:00 am!
Entrance Exam Incoming Freshmen !
Sporting Events: For a complete list 
of games, and events, go to 
sfdshs.org 

MONTHLY NEWS FROM ST. FRANCIS DE SALES 
“Be Who You Are and Be That Well” |St. Francis de Sales | The “de Sales Difference”
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Introducing Kristi Rodenbeck !

Science Teacher, St. Francis de Sales!!
Every day, new instructor Kristi Rodenbeck shares 
her wide-ranging scientific, educational and 
medical experiences in her classrooms. Mrs. 
Rodenbeck teaches biology, environmental 
science, and anatomy-physiology at St. Francis de 
Sales High School. 
  
"Most educators start off as teachers and later 
learn to develop curriculum and a few become 
administrators," says the University of Illinois-
Chicago anthropology degree graduate.  "I am 
doing the opposite as a first year teacher. Before 

coming to St. Francis 
this year, I worked for 
five years primarily as 
an education program 
manager for Chiro One 
Wellness Center in 
Oak Brook. My 
experience in 
developing teaching 
strategies and 
measuring student 
outcomes supports me 
in developing an 
expanded curriculum in 
all three of my teaching 
areas.  
  

"I daily write 
instructional materials toward meeting the best 
practices of national science curricular and ACT 
student evaluation standards. My curriculum 
development goal is to present students with 
practical life science problems, and through 
research investigations, the students discover 
answers for themselves. This type of objective 
approach helps them thoroughly analyze situations 
and have solutions following a clear thought 
process." 
  
Mrs. Rodenbeck was so successful in her 
curriculum development and program leadership at 
Chiro One, she was named a finalist in 2012 in the 
corporation's highly coveted Administrator of the 
Year award. She also conducted research for 
several years as part of the Chicago Field 
Museum's osteological repatriation team studying 
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   HOMECOMING  
St. Francis on December 12th 

!
All Alumni mark your calendar for 
Friday, December 12 Homecoming 
2014 at St. Francis de Sales High 
School. !
Returning to the home court will 
also be Boys' Head Basketball 
Coach Kevin Wolfe. After a one 
year absence Coach Wolfe is back 
inspiring his talented squad.  Wolfe 
says he and his quick, high-flying 
Pioneers are committed to bringing 
back the days of basketball 
excellence.  "From 1988 to 1998 we 
won ten consecutive regional 
championships. We are in the very 
tough Chicago Catholic League 
South Division. But with our 
experience and talent we have a 
real chance to play well despite 
being the smallest school in the 
conference with a difficult schedule. 
We hope to perform at a high level 
in the conference and to play well in 
the 1A state tournament and at least 
into the regionals," Wolfe added.  !
Before the 7:30 p.m. varsity game 
against St. Ignatius, the freshman 
team will play at 4:30 p.m. and the 
sophomores at 6:00 p.m. !
Starting at 5 p.m. and throughout 
the evening an Alumni Reception 
will be held in the school library.  
Beverages and food will be 
provided for alumni. "This is a great 
opportunity for celebration amongst 
former students and past and 
present faculty," said Mary Kay 
Ramirez, Director of Community 
Relations. "We are anxious to show 
our former graduates the physical 
improvements to the building, 
particularly our new alumni lounge. 
We have many new academic 
programs and talented staff and we 
wish to share our future plans for 
growth with our many alumni.  We 
also are looking to involve many 
alumni in our overall future planning 
as we look for graduates to share 
with us their time, talent and 
treasure." 
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ancient Native American human remains. She worked on teams led by world famous 
anthropologists at the museum. Here, she learned extensive research techniques and best 
practices for scientific investigation that she now applies to her classrooms' curricula. 
  
"My goal is for our students to think critically. I do not spend the full class day lecturing. I 
mainly teach through conversations and careful questioning with each class. I have a 
structured method of questioning about everyday life situations that students easily relate to. 
Today we talked about a basketball and how diffusion, through changes in temperature, 
concentration and pressure affects dribbling. Students are then given assignments allowing 
them to reflect and make applications of the diffusion principles to other objects and 
situations," said Mrs. Rodenbeck. 
  
The science classrooms will have written lessons presented through the new Chromebooks 
provided by the Big Shoulders Fund.  Students will use the Chromebooks for all classwork. 
As an example, biology students will perform animal dissections using abstract computer 
imagery allowing students to zoom into human anatomy going far beyond textbook visual 
possibilities.   
  
Serving as the 2015 Mitre Yearbook advisor presents many new challenging tasks for Mrs. 
Rodenbeck and the new student editor-in-chief, Namiah Barker. The new Chromebooks will 
be of great assistance in completing the on-line yearbook. The yearbook photographs are 
digitally created and much easier to select and layout than past photography systems. In 
order to help raise yearbook funds, a school-wide movie night was held with about half of the 
school in attendance and several bake sales are scheduled. "I enjoy organizing these fund-
raising types of programs with the students and it promotes a high level of energy and school 
spirit," said Mrs. Rodenbeck.  
  
 “I look forward to the future of these students. I see amazing and great things from them. It’s 
my job to help bring out the best in them and allow them to see it for themselves,” says Mrs. 
Rodenbeck. 

St. Francis Students saying THANK YOU for the generous gifts received this year
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