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Dear Families, !
The excitement is in the air...we’ll be back before you know it! !
The staff has been working at a feverish pace and we have many updates 
for you: !
Student Class Schedules 
As was mentioned before, the school will follow a traditional, seven period 
schedule for the entire academic year, where each class meets daily.  
Thanks to the tireless work of Mrs. Ramirez and Ms. Hinds, the master 
schedule is complete!  Schedules will be distributed on August 13th at 
Parent Orientation Night. !
Staffing 
Please join me in welcoming the newest members of our faculty: !
Mr. Moises Bernal    Spanish 
Mr. Bernal is a familiar face here at St. Francis de Sales and we are 
excited for him to return.  He brings a wealth of experience and exciting, 
well-rounded Spanish instruction and will be a wonderful addition to our 
faculty. !
Ms. Samantha Chapleau   English 
Ms. Chapleau comes to us with 8 years of experience as an English 
teacher.  She received her degree from St. Xavier University in Chicago, 
double-majoring in English Education and Spanish.  She then received 
her Masters Degree in English from Middlebury College in Vermont.  In 
addition to teaching English, Ms. Chapleau will also teach Spanish III.  
We are very excited to have her join us!  !
In addition, I am pleased to announce that we have added the position of 
Dean of Academics to our administrative team.  The person in this 
position will oversee curriculum development, college counseling, and 
scheduling.  We are in the process of narrowing down our list of qualified, 
impressive finalists and expect to fill the position next week.   !

�1St. Francis de Sales High School

Upcoming	  Dates:	  !
August	  10th	  Back	  to	  
School	  for	  Faculty	  
and	  Staff	  !
August	  12th	  
Volleyball	  Tryouts	  
1:30-‐3:30pm	  !
August	  13th	  Parent	  
Orientation	  
6:30pm	  !
August	  17th	  
Freshman	  and	  
Transfer	  Student	  
Orientation	  
8am-‐12pm	  !
August	  18th	  First	  
Day	  of	  School,	  Full	  
Day	  !
September	  7th	  
Labor	  Day,	  no	  
classes	  !
Also	  visit	  us	  	  online	  
at	  www.sfdshs.org
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In other staffing updates, I am sad to announce that Mrs.Mary Reid-Kujawa has resigned from St. 
Francis de Sales and has accepted a teaching position.  After 15 years here, she felt that it was time 
for a change.  Having been a Dean of Students myself, I can personally attest to the toll it takes and 
the need for rejuvenation after a time.  She has certainly left her mark on our school and we are truly 
grateful for her service.   
  
We are also very close to filling this position, which will remain as the Dean of Students/Athletic 
Director.  We have had qualified, enthusiastic candidates come forward who are eager to join our 
staff.  We anticipate this position also being filled next week.     !!
Building Updates 
The students will be returning this year to freshly-finished floors and newly painted lockers.  We are 
very grateful to Chris and Lorenzo Ramos and their crew for all of their work in finishing these 
projects for the beginning of the school year. !
We have also worked with a local company to re-key the building and secure areas that cannot be 
supervised.  This added security will be of tremendous benefit to us.   !
The updating of our building will remain a top priority.  We will continue to update you on future 
projects. !
Upcoming Events 
Please also be aware of the following important dates: !

Thursday, August 13th    Parent Orientation Night  6:30pm  
Come and learn about the vitally-important school and family partnership.  Parents will have 
the opportunity to meet teachers, hear about the mission and vision for the upcoming school 
year, and learn about the traditional schedule we will use this year, where each class meets 
daily.     !
Monday, August 17th   Freshman/Transfer Orientation !
Tuesday, August 18th    First day of School  !

I am blessed to be starting my 9th year as an administrator in a Catholic school.  This has been a 
very positive, productive summer, which has had all the makings of the beginning of a successful 
school year.  Together, we will revitalize our beloved St. Francis de Sales High School and return it to 
prominence. !
Sincerely, !
John Kimec 
Principal  ! !!
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!
Diana Serrano, a sixteen year veteran teacher at 
St. Francis de Sales, has travelled with students 
the last three summers and plans to continue this 
tradition established in the 1990s again next year. 
Below is our interview of Diana Serrano where we 
learn why she travels with students and why she 
thinks travel is so powerful for the youth of today. !

1.	   What	  do	  you	  teach?	  Have	  you	  always	  
taught	  the	  same	  subject? !

I have always taught English Courses ranging from 
Freshman level English to Senior Level English.  I 
also taught introductory Spanish level classes as 
well. !

2.	   How	  long	  have	  you	  been	  taking	  students	  
on	  trips? !

Before I started teaching at St. Francis more 
than15 years ago, then Spanish Teacher Lin 
LePore-Pfeifer would take Junior/Senior Spanish 
students to Costa Rica to practice their Spanish 
speaking skills and learn about the culture.  With 
the decline in the economy, interest in travel 
dropped considerably.  In 2013, I revived the travel 
program but instead of International travel, I 
decided to pick a location that was within the US 
states but different from the Chicago landscape.  
For our first trip, our  SFDS travelers choose the 
Florida’s Marine Biology tour. !

3.	   What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  places	  you	  have	  
taken	  students? !

We have visited Florida and Puerto Rico so 
students can learn about the different ecosystems.  
Students were fascinated learning about the 
marine life in and the need to preserve the 
rainforests like El Yunque in Puerto Rico. !

This summer, SFDS travelers have just returned 
from their trip to France and Spain.  Several 
students expressed their desire to explore other 
countries and the most popular itinerary among our 
students was the France and Spain tour.  On this 
tour, students learned about the histories of both 
countries, tasted the cuisines from both cultures 
and learned how to navigate around the major 
cities by using the metro trains.  Students also had 
to convert dollars to euros engaging their math 
skills! !

4.	   How	  do	  you	  pick	  the	  places	  to	  visit? !
First, I look at the cost to make sure that students 
will get their money’s worth and that the cost of the 
trip is feasible for the family.  I want to make sure 
that the activities on the itinerary will be equally 
entertaining and educational for our travelers.  
Based on student interest, I pick two or three 
destinations and have the students vote. !

5.	   Please	  talk	  about	  some	  of	  the	  positive	  
beneFits	  from	  traveling	  for	  students	  and	  
for	  you	  in	  terms	  of	  taking	  students? !

I want students to travel so they can see that there 
is more to life than the boundaries of the 
Chicagoland area.  It was an unforgettable and 
educational experience for our students to ride on a 
fan boat through the Florida Everglades and 
observe alligators two feet away in their natural 
environment as opposed to seeing them in a zoo.  
Students were able to kayak at night through 
Puerto Rico’s mangroves to experience the natural 
wonders of the Bioluminescent Bay.  Students were 
able to walk through the streets of Barcelona and 
Madrid to learn about the Spanish Civil War and 
see the artillery marks left on the buildings.  For 
me, it was a rewarding experience to see the 
expression on the students’ faces when they saw 
the portrait of the Mona Lisa in the Louvre Museum 
in Paris.  These experiences will leave a lasting 
memory on our students and hopefully it will inspire 
them to pursue careers based on what they’ve 
learned from these tours.   !
Some lessons cannot be taught in the classroom.  
Through travel, students will learn to be 
independent thinkers and to be prepared to engage 
in a global society.  !
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6.	   Please	  share	  some	  memories	  from	  some	  
of	  your	  past	  trips? !

My fondest memories are of the students who, in 
school, were so quiet and reserved then transform 
into social and interactive students.  It seems like 
when they are out of their comfort zone, they are 
forced to interact with other students and break out 
of their shells.  Being a 
small school, we are 
often paired with other 
schools from across 
the country on these 
trips.  Our SFDS 
travelers have made 
new friendships with 
students from 
Alabama, Arkansas, 
California, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin 
and Indiana.  At the 
end of our tour, it is 
great to see our 
students exchange e-
mail addresses, 
connect through 
Facebook, pose for 
pictures and in the 
end, hug one another 
to say good-bye. !

7.	   What	  
destination	  
or	  trip	  most	  
surprised	  you	  and	  how? !

The destination that surprised me the most was 
Spain.  Several of us were nervous about traveling 
to Europe.  Because of the distance, I thought 
traveling to Europe would be like going to another 
world, but I was surprised at how many students 
said, “It feels like I’m in Mexico.”  I felt the same 
way.  Being in Spain, there was a sense of 
familiarity to Mexico and for those of us who have 
traveled to Mexico, it put us at ease. I noticed the 
students were more confident in their interactions 
with the local people and navigating through the 
streets of Barcelona and Madrid. 

!
8.	   Name	  some	  places	  you	  would	  like	  to	  visit	  

in	  the	  future! !
Before our trip to France and Spain had even 
ended, some students were already suggesting 
Rome, Italy for 2017.  I would like to explore the 
ruins of Machu Picchu in Peru but ultimately it is up 

to the SFDS travelers and their 
families. !
9.	   Where	  are	  you	  planning	  
to	  visit	  next	  year?	   !
Because of the wonderful 
experience we had in Puerto Rico 
in 2014, we decided to go back to 
Puerto Rico for 2016.  This time 
we will be for there for 7days - 
adding the city of Ponce to our 
itinerary.  We already have five 
eager students enrolled on the 
trip! !
10.	   If	  a	  student/family	  is	  
interested,	  what	  should	  they	  do?	  
Is	  it	  too	  late	  to	  sign	  up	  for	  next	  
year? !
Incoming Freshman through 
Seniors are welcomed to travel 
with us. However, students are 
encouraged to sign up for the trip 

as soon as possible as there will 
be a price increase in September.  !
Students and Families can go to 
www.efexploreamerica.com and use the tour 
number 1525724UJ  to enroll!  Families may also 
contact me via email at dserrano@sfdshs.org or by 
phone at 773-731-7272 ext. 308 for more 
information. !!!!!!!!!!

�4St. Francis de Sales High School



ST. FRANCIS DE SALES August 2015

Alumni	  NEWS!	  !
We	  hope	  you	  too	  have	  had	  a	  good	  
summer.	  	  New	  this	  year,	  our	  
newsletters	  will	  include	  a	  section	  on	  
alumni	  news.	  	  Partnerships	  –	  with	  
families,	  students,	  staff,	  alumni,	  
community	  members	  and	  partners	  –	  
are	  critical	  to	  the	  success	  of	  St.	  
Francis	  de	  Sales	  and	  our	  students.	  	  If	  
you	  have	  news	  you	  want	  to	  share	  
with	  our	  community,	  please	  email	  
me	  at	  mramirez@sfdshs.org.	  	  Or	  
better	  yet,	  stop	  by	  for	  a	  visit!	  	  We	  
love	  to	  have	  our	  alumni	  visit	  the	  
school.	  	  
 
In	  other	  alumni	  news,	  this	  year	  we	  
are	  back	  to	  hosting	  our	  traditional	  
alumni	  rafTle	  and	  alumni	  event.	  More	  
information	  will	  follow	  throughout	  
the	  year,	  but	  for	  now,	  please	  sign	  up	  
to	  help	  us	  in	  some	  small	  way,	  email	  
me	  if	  you	  can	  help	  in	  large	  or	  small	  
ways	  as	  we	  bring	  back	  the	  alumni	  
rafTle	  event	  we	  all	  know	  and	  love!	   !!
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!
Save the Date!!!

Class of 1990 25th Reunion !
September 26, 2015!!

For further information, 
contact the committee 

at sfds1990@gmail.com.!!
SFDS 1990 Reunion 

Committee

St. Francis de Sales  
Class of 2005  

10th Year Reunion 
A Night in Hollywood! 
Friday, August 14th (8pm-12am) Come dressed to 
impressed as we celebrate our 10 year reunion in 
"Hollywood" style! This is the Friday Semi-Formal event. 
It's time to officially celebrate our reunion and we want to 
see you in your best attire! This is an opportunity to 
embrace your peers and all that they have accomplished 
over the past decade. !
Saturday Night Mixer 
Saturday, August 15th (7pm-1am) - Join us for a night of 
drinks at M Lounge (tentative location) in the South Loop. 
Our sign-off event will include discounted signature 
cocktails, good music, an exclusive ambiance, the 
ultimate mixer experience, and much more. You don't 
want to miss all that we have in store for our class. You're 
in for some great surprises!!! (21 and Older of course) !
For information contact Jocelyn Dillon at 
jocelyn.j.dillon@gmail.com 

Will you share  your 
Alumni News with us?  

Send alumni information you 
want shared to 

mramirez@sfdshs.org 
subject: alumni news
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!
We	  are	  so	  pleased	  to	  have	  many	  generous	  donors	  who	  make	  scholarships,	  building	  
improvements,	  and	  student	  activities	  possible.	  	  In	  our	  next	  newsletter,	  we	  will	  thank	  all	  donors	  
who	  gave	  to	  our	  Spring	  Appeal.	  If	  you	  haven’t	  donated	  yet,	  and	  still	  want	  to,	  you	  can	  donate	  
online	  at	  www.sfdshs.org!  !

The Class of 1975 
Celebrating Their 

40th Reunion

We	  can’t	  do	  it	  without….	   	  

YOU	  
with	  many	  THANKS!	  
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Alumni	  Notes !!!
Alumni	  Prayer	  Requests	    !
• From Sharon Bratlien Cosgrove (class 

of 1970):  please keep my daughters 
safe as they pursue their careers:  One 
is a  Border Patrol Agent and the other 
is moving to China for at least three 
years 

• Prayers for Laura Ann Velchek (class 
of 1973) who passed away on 5-27-15 
in Elk Grove Village and for her 
family.  She is survived by husband 
Jim, daughter Julie and brother Larry 
Velchek (class of 1969)                        

• From Christine Cole:  Please pray for 
Ed and Dorothy Bezler and Debby 
House 

• From Maria Arias : Please Pray for 
Matthew Pelto 

• Prayers for Susan (Rozewski) 
Lampariello and the family of her 
brother Michael Rozewski who 
passed away May 2015                        

• From Mary Therese Meyer:  Please 
pray for  St. Francis de Sales High 
School, St. Francis de Sales Parish 
and St. Francis de Sales Food Pantry !!!!!!!!!

!!!!
Alumni	  News !
• Greg Hajduk (class of 78) and Joanne 

Barski Hajduk (class of 77)	  are 
celebrating their 36th wedding 
anniversary	  on August 4, 2015	  and 
November 26, 2015 will be the 40th 
anniversary of their	  first kiss on 105th 
and Avenue O. Greg and Joanne 
Hajduk remember being together in 
Nancy Michon's art class “where we 
got caught kissing many times!”           

• Maria Guadalupe Arias (class of 1979) 
is the VP of Diversity and Inclusion	  
Comcast Corporation	  Philadelphia, PA 

• Sharon Bratlien Cosgrove (class of 
1970) attended our recent 45 year 
reunion at SFDS. “I am not Facebook 
or other social media follower so it 
was nice to catch up with classmates I 
hadn't seen or talked to in a long time. 

• Darryl Pendleton (class of 1976) is the 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago 
College of Dentistry. !!!!!!!!
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