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!
DearSt. Francis Community,!!
Welcome back to school and welcome to the new St. Francis de Sales High 
School monthly newsletter.  !!
We all know that for students to be truly successful, schools need to 
work in partnership with families.  At St. Francis de Sales, we 
believe that partnership includes families, students, staff, alumni and 
community members.  We all are working together to serve the 
students who walk in the door each day at St. Francis de Sales. This 
newsletter is an important part of our partnership – the sharing of 
information about what your children are doing at St. Francis and 
what we are doing to maximize their academic success.!!
We will share stories about who we are and what we do.  Each 
month we will provide important calendar information, spotlight a 
staff member, share sports and club news, and bring you up to date on 
our students’ learning environment.     !!
The de Sales Difference and Community Time!
Many of you have heard us talking about the “de Sales Difference”.  
We believe in the words of St. Francis , - “Be Who You Are 
and Be That Well”.  To that end, St. Francis continues to be a small, 
strong community-focused school.  To make our community even 
stronger, this year, we start each day together with a community 
time of reflection, sharing success and prayer – what a great way to 
start a day of learning!!!!
Technology: Writing Labs, Lab Time and a CHROMEBOOK 
GRANT! 

New this year are the English Language (ELA) and Math labs and 
lab time focused on extended opportunities to enhance student 
learning.  Students will work to improve their reading, writing, and 

�1St. Francis de Sales High School

 
September 2nd 

Staff Meeting 3:05"
Volleyball v. Holy Trinity V/JV 5pm"
Boys Soccer @ E.C. 7pm"
September 4th 

Volleyball v. St. Bens Jv/V 5pm" Boys 
Soccer v. Holy Trinity 4:30 pm"
September 6 h 

Volleyball v. Washington JV/V 11:00 
am" September 8th 

Boys Soccer v. Fairhaven 4:30 pm"
September 9th 

Staff Meeting 3:05"
September 9th and 10th"
Senior Portraits taken in the Rink"
September 11th 

Volleyball v. Morgan PK JV/V begins at 5pm"
Boys Soccer v. Loyola, 4:30 pm"
September 13th 

ACT test for those Juniors signed up"Volleyball 
JV Little Village Tourney 7:00 am" "
September 16th 

Staff Meeting 3:05"
Volleyball JV/V @ ND 5pm"
Boys Soccer v. Morgan Pk Academy 4:30 pm"
September 17th 

Volleyball @E.C. JV/V begins 5:30 pm"
September 18th 

Volleyball @ Josephinum 5pm"

September 20th 

Volleyball VAR Little Village Tourney 7:00 am"
September 23rd

Staff Meeting 3:05 – CPR/AED Training for Faculty"
Volleyball v. TBA JV/V 5:00pm"
Boys Soccer v. Fenwick 4:30 pm"
September 25th 

School Choice Rally"
Volleyball @ Cristor Rey JV/V 5pm"
Boys Soccer @ Montini 4:30 pm"

September 27th

College Fair at Navy Pier"
September 30th 

Boys Soccer v. De La Salle 4:30 pm"
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math - all skills critical to their future success.  In addition, lab 
time will allow students to more fully delve into a topic – whether 
that be the role of Shakespeare in current literature, or how 
airplane engines work  and to individualize their math learning to 
strengthen weaknesses and expand students’ strengths.  Our 
students’ learning goes far beyond the classroom.!!
As shared at Back to School Night, every student will have a 
Chromebook this year.  This one-to-one computing initiative is 
made possible by The Big Shoulders Fund.  Please read the article 

for more information.!

Mary Kay Ramirez Begins New Role as Director of Community 
Relations:!
Many of you know our beloved Mary Kay Ramirez as a principal 
(and for some of you older alum, you may remember her as your art 
teacher!).  This year, she has taken on the important role of 
enhancing our relationship with the community we serve.  St. 
Francis serves our students, but our success is dependent on our role 
in the East Side and our connection with Alumni, schools, 
Churches and the community.  In this role,  will also 
market St. Francis to future generations. Her office is just to the 
left of the main office, please stop by and say hi!!!!
Join me in Welcoming New Staff Members:!

e are lucky to have a number of returning excellent teachers 
and staff.  In addition to Mary Kay, you’ll be pleased to see Mike 
Strus, Mary Reid, Steve Sanchez, Moises B , Steve 
Harm n, Arlene Ramos, Jessica Rodriguez, Karen Drake and Jim Kelly.!!
We also have some new faces.  Please welcome Tara Hinds, 
Elizabeth Jimenez, Bill Laskaridis, Gabby Lynch, Kristi 
Rodenbeck, Guy Snyder and Marc Vega to the St. Francis family.  !! in October, we will highlight staff members to let you get 
to know us better.     !

!St. Francis de Sales is a small, open community. Our doors are open 
for you. Please stop by and please know that we are working each 
day for your student. !

!
In Peace,!!
Janet Cobb!
Executive Director  !
St. Francis de Sales!!
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Big Shoulder  Continues the
upport of St. Francis de Sales!  

Many of you know of The Big 
Shoulders Fund and their 
commitment to serving and 
supporting students in Catholic 
schools throughout the city of 
Chicago.  Big Shoulders is also the 
major external funder for St. Francis. 
“St. Francis de Sales plays a unique 
role as the only Catholic 
co-educational high school serving 
Chicago’s southeast side. The school 
and its families are important to Big 
Shoulders, and we look forward to 
continuing our support for the school 
and its mission. We also look forward 
to collaborating with school 
leadership and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago to further improve the 
school,” said Josh Hale, Big Shoulders 
Fund President and CEO."

!
This year, Big Shoulders is also providing 
every student with a Chromebook.  The 
Chromebooks will be used as an 
important learning tool  giving students 
access to many  educational  applications 
and content, connecting students and 
teachers digitally even when classroom 
time is over.   “St. Francis is thrilled to 
have this opportunity to provide our 
students with the access to education that 
Chromebooks provide.  Top schools give 
students this opportunity to extend their 
learning within the classroom and outside 
of it ” said Gabby Lynch, Director o
Technology at St. Francis.  Expect to hear 
more as the initiative roll  out to students 

!


